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PHISC Trust: IT2091/21012 

Email: phiscsecretariat@confco.co.za 

Website: www.phisc.net 

07/04/2020 

Dear PHISC members, 

URGENT COMMUNICATION REGARDING THE CLINICAL CODING OF  

NOVEL CORONAVIRUS: COVID-19  

COMMUNICATION 3 

Based on information received from the Medical Research Council (MRC), designated as the WHO-FIC 

Collaborating Center for the Africa Region, and reported media releases from the World Health Organisation 

(WHO) on 25th March 2020.  Please familiarise yourself with the content below. PHISC suggest that these 

guidelines are strictly followed. 

Communication about the use of U07.1 Emergency code to be used for Corona virus was sent to all on 

13/02/2020. Further to this the WHO also authorised the use of U07.2. For more detail about when to use 

U07.2, please see information below 

ICD_Code WHO_Full_Desc Valid_ICD10_Clinical 
use 

Valid_ICD10_Primary 

U07.1 Emergency use of 
U07.1 

Y Y 

U07.2 Emergency use of  
U07.2 

Y Y 

 

Please follow the coding guidelines as communicated by the WHO below: 
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The existing ICD-10 sequencing guidelines contained in the SA ICD-10 Morbidity Coding Standards and 
Guidelines documents should still be adhered to, hence the U07.1 and U07.2 codes can be used in either the 
primary or secondary coding position(s), as relevant to the main condition treated. 

 

System software updates: 

While the ICD-10 Master Industry Table (MIT) descriptions will continue to be as per the column above on the 
NDoH website, we suggest that all internal software is updated to be in line with the updated descriptions for 
U07.1 and U07.2 as provided by MRC and WHO.  

The description of ICD-10 coding is not sent out electronically, and it should therefore not impact on any 
accounts sent and / or received, but will allow the user to be able to easily identify, code and draw statistical 
data as needed. 

 

Discharge disposition: In the case of a death, reminder to use the PHISC discharge disposition 20 (Mortuary) 

for a hospital event. 

 

Erna van Rooyen 

PHISC | Clinical Coding subcommittee chair 

E-mail: phiscsecretariat@confco.co.za  

Website: www.phisc.net 
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